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Meat  is  the  news  in  this  week's  letter  from  our- Department  of  Agricul- 
ture correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

She  writes:     "When  a  food  which  has  "been  a  luxury  to  many  people  changes 
to  a  bargain  in  the  space  of  four  months,  that's  news  —  good  news  for  the 
woman  buying  food  for  her  family  but  not  such  cheerful  news  for  the  man  who 
produces  it.    Meat  is  making  just  such  news  right  now.    Meat  prices  are  down 
and  suppl i e s  of  high-quality  meat  are  large.     Only  four  months  ago  housewives 
were  complaining  bitterly  of  the  high  cost  of  meat.    Newspapers  were  reporting 
consumer  strikes  against  meat  prices,  even  boycotts  of  meat  by  both  housewives 
and  retail  merchants.    But  by  the  last  of  January,  prices  had  tumbled  down 
farther  than  they  climbed  up  last  summer  and  fall. 


"Just  to  illustrate,  here  are  a  few  prices  to  compare.     On  the  last  day 
of  last  September  housewives  in  New  York  City  were  paying  ^>2.  cents  a  pound  for 
sirloin  steak  and  ho  cents  for  beef  rib  roast.    But  by  the  last  day  of  January- 
just  four  months  later  —  sirloin  steak  in  New  York  was  35  cents  a  pound  and 
rib  roast  30.     Or  compare  prices  from  Chicago  markets.     The  September  price  of 
sirloin  steak  in  Chicago  was  U8  cents;  by  January  it  was  down  to  J>h.    Rib  roast 
in  Chicago  dropped  from  36  to  29  cents.    As  for  pork,  center  cut  pork  chops  in 
New  York  fell  from  U7  cents  to  30  i-n  the  same  four  months,  and  hams  from  J>k  to 
29.     In  Chicago  pork  chops  went  from  U3  to  J>0  cents  and  hams  from  32  to  27. 
Lamb  prices  dropxjed,  also.    A  New  York  housewife  who  bought  a  leg  of  lamb  in 
September  paid  33  cents  for  it  but  by  January  paid  only  26  cents.    And  a 
Chicago  housewife  paid  29  cents  a  pound  in  September  and  25  in  January. 

"The  ups  and  down  of  livestock  and  meat  prices  during  1937  were  greater 
than  in  any  year  since  the  World  War,  so  the  Department  economists  say.  In 
October  prices  of  choice  and  prime-grade  steers  were  highest  for  all  months 
since  1919*    And  in  November  and  December  prices  of  such  cattle  took  one  of 
the  biggest  tumbles  on  record.     By  January  the  meat  prices  at  the  corner  gro- 
cery also  had  had  a  big  fall. 

"The  reasons  behind  these  ups  and  down  are  many  —  droughts,  feed  crops, 
supplies  of  finished  cattle,  poultry  supplies,    storage  demand,  and  prosperity 
and  unemployment. 
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"Back  of  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  meat  last  year  were  the  droughts  of 
'3^  and  '36  which  cut  down  the  nation's  feed  supplies  in  '37  to  the  lowest 
in  Ho  years.     Small  amounts  of  feed  in  t\  rn  reduced  supplies  of  "better-grade 
meat.    From  last  May  on  through  the  summer  a  very  small  supply  of  cattle 
came  to  market  and  prices  went  up,  as  you  might  expect. 

"But  good  crops  last  summer  made  feed  plentiful  and  cheap  again  so 
farmers  could  fatten  more  cattle  for  the  winter  market.     By  November  and 
December  more  "better-grade  cattle  —  grain-fed  cattle  were  coming  to  market. 
Then,  just  when  more  meat  was  for  sale,  people  "began  to  draw  in  their  purse 
strings  and  "buy  less.     The  "business  recession  had  set  in  and  cut  down  employ- 
ment and  the  housewife's  food  money.     (The  economists  say  that  changes  in 
industrial  prosperity  have  a  way  of  affecting  the  price  of  meat.) 

"Poultry  also  had  something  to  do  with  the  drop  in  meat  prices.  The 
holidays  in  November  and  December  traditionally  bring  more  turkey,  chicken 
and  other  poultry  to  American  dinner  tables.    And  during  this  last  holiday 
season  more  poultry  than  usual  was  on  the  market  —  more  and  cheaper  poultry. 

"Then  when  supplies  of  pork  increased  greatly  from  the  very  low  level 
of  last  summer  and  the  housewife  had  less  money  to  spend,  the  storage  demand 
weakened  —  that  is,  packers  were  unwilling  to  store  as  much  as  pork  as  usual. 

"So  there  briefly  is  the  up-and-down  story  to  date.    Which  brings  me 
back  to  news  for  anyone  who  has  been  hankering  for  juicy  steaks,  or  chops, 
or  old-fashioned  standing  rib  roasts  but  has  considered  these  meats  luxuries. 
The  markets  just  now  are  full  of  just  such  cuts  of  high-quality  meat,  and 
prices  are  no  longer  at  the  luxury  level.     So  now  seems  a  good  time  to  indulge 

"As  for  people  whose  pocketbooks  still  won't  stand  for  these  choicest 
cuts,  they  can  find  plenty  of  the  other  cuts  on  the  market  at  lower  prices 
than  they've  seen  for  some  time. 

"Before  I  say  good-bye,  perhaps  I  should  remind  you  again  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture's  leaflets  on  the  cooking  of  beef,  lamb,  fresh  and 
cured  pork,  and  on  low-cost  meat  dishes.    Anyone  is  welcome  to  copies  of  these 
leaflets.     Just  write  to  the  Radio  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  set  of  meat  leaflets.     They  give  directions  worked  ou 
in  the  meat  laboratories  for  cooking  the  different  meats  and  the  different  cut 
As  long  as  the  free  supply  holds  out,  copies  are  yours  for  the  asking." 

That  concludes  this  week's  news  letter  from  Washington,  D.  C.    But  let 
me  repeat  that  if  you  write  direct  to  the  Radio  Service  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington,  D,  C. ,  and  ask  for  a  set  of  meat  cookery  leaflets, 
you  will  receive  an  outfit  for  your  kitchen  shelf  free. 
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